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Biographical Profile

A musician of wide-ranging interests, Gregory Norton has spent the past thirty years conducting 

choirs and orchestras in community and church settings in the states of California and Colorado and 

performing as an organist and professional chorister.  His performing life has led him from the adobe 

churches of Santa Fe to the cathedrals of England, and choirs under his direction have toured Germany, 

Austria and Mexico.  His interest in choral repertoire encompasses the masterworks of the past five 

centuries as well as music of our time, with a special interest in choral-orchestral repertoire.

For 25 years Greg served as Music Director of The Claremont Chorale (Claremont, Calif.)  His 

artistic leadership of that choir emphasized the exploration of the breadth of traditional choral music with 

local audiences and in collaboration with musical organizations in the Los Angeles area and beyond. He 

is a nationally-known church musician and currently serves as Minister of Music at First United 

Methodist Church in Pasadena, after spending seven years in a similar position at Westwood United 

Methodist Church in Los Angeles. Previously he spent 15 years as Minister of Music at Pasadena 

Presbyterian Church. There, in addition to providing music for the congregation's worship services and 

concert series, the church's choirs frequently collaborated with other performing organizations away from 

the church.  Such projects included a Christmas concert with Garrison Keillor and the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic at the Walt Disney Concert Hall; a performance of the African Misa Luba on the Cal Tech 

Presents concert series; and worship leadership at regional and national conventions of the American 

Guild of Organists.  His choirs’ singing has been heard across the U.S. on the public radio programs 

Pipedreams and With Hearts and Voices.  

Gregory Norton is a published composer/arranger with H.T. FitzSimons and Emerson Music.  He 

is frequently invited to speak on musical topics and has contributed writing to several professional 

journals.  He has served on the regional boards of several professional organizations and spent four years 

as the National Chaplain of the American Guild of Organists.  In that capacity his monthly column in the 

journal The American Organist was distributed to the Guild’s over 20,000 members internationally.

A native of Redlands, California, Greg holds degrees in conducting from Chapman College and 

the University of Southern California and the Colleague certificate from the American Guild of Organists.

He attended the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, and is an ordained minister in The United Methodist 

Church.  
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